Owasco Lake Watershed Management Council

March 19, 2019 – Agenda
Meeting of the Directors
Owasco - Ed Wagner, Cayuga County- Aileen McNabb -Coleman, City of Auburn - Debby McCormick
Niles – Joan Jayne, Locke - Mary Alice Stetz, Scipio - Leslie Baxter, Fleming - Don Oltz,

Moravia – Terry Baxter
Council Executive Director- Adam Effler

A. Approval of the Agenda 

B. Approval of Minutes from the February 26, 2019 meeting

C. Public to be Heard
D. Director’s Summary- Adam Effler
E. Treasurer’s Report – Joan Jayne
F. Update on Rules and Regs Revision – Steve Lynch

G. Priorities Committee Update – Eileen O'Connor
H. Finger Lakes Hub Update – Anthony Prestigiacomo
I. Watershed Inspection Report – Drew Snell
J. Lake Level Report – John West
K. Issues of Concern
L. Schedule Next Meeting
The 2019 goals

1. Increase participation of additional towns on the Council by 2 municipalities. 

2. Community Outreach

a. Increase awareness of the boundaries of the watershed through signage. 
b. Distribution of ‘buffer in a bag’ applications to residents, readily available/funded
3. Continue to look for funding opportunities.
a. Collaboration for funding and partnership among agencies
4. Work with the Towns’ elected officials and highway superintendents and Cayuga County Soil and Water to improve ditching practices.  
i. Dana Hall encourages discussions with OWLA following this meeting regarding the group’s support for ditch hydro-seeding in spring
ii. Is a prioritized action plan in place?
a. Partners- Highway department, OWLA

b. Gradient concerns/Implementation
c. Timing, reducing runoff concerns during major rain events, stabilizing hydro-seed with thick hay/mulch
5. Participate in the on-going NYSDEC harmful algal bloom monitoring and surveillance program, the purpose of which is to develop mitigation strategies.
i. OWLA- 2018 sampling plan

a. OWLA/OLWMC collaboration- sample delivery

b. Dr. Halfman’s monitoring strategies going forward

i. OLWMC interest in targeted monitoring- sub-basins for prioritized protection and restoration efforts, propose land surface area-weighted loading estimates (e.g., from trib-specific loading rates to trib-specific loading/sqft within a sub-watershed)
6. Revise the Owasco Watershed Rules and Regulations
i. There may be changes and limitations on waivers for riparian buffers based on potential stream re-classification (i.e., Class AA streams) according to NYSDEC
7. Continue to move forward with re-structuring the oversight and guidance for the Watershed Inspection Program
i. Case for renaming the ‘program’

a. Inspection ‘authority’- potential issues of hoops related to naming convention, yet need for enforcement and guidance
8. Work with the DEC Finger Lakes Hub in reducing nutrient loading and HABs.
i. Indian Cove- Nature Conservancy, Health Department, DEC Hub and OLWMC collaboration

a. Feasibility study for new design/construction
b. Pre-post construction sampling plan
9. Continue monitoring the lake to assess water quality
